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Dear Parents,                                                               Learning Friends

This week in school we will introduce four new friends to the children; Rory the Reflective Owl, Rosie the Resourceful Squirrel, Rena the Relationship Badger and Russell the Resilient Fox. These friends will become our new Learning Friends who will help us in all aspects of our learning in school.  As you will have noticed each of the friends has a special and unique skill in their name.  For example, Rory the Reflective Owl is an owl who loves to plan and reflect upon his work; therefore Rory will help us in aspects of planning and evaluating work.  The intention is to use our Learning Friends to become better learners. We are not changing what we learn in school but thinking about how we learn whilst flexing our learning muscle – the brain!  

This concept has been taken from Professor Guy Claxton’s Building Learning Power (BLP) https://www.buildinglearningpower.com/ which revolves around the ‘4R’s’ of Reciprocity, Resilience, Resourcefulness and Reflectiveness. This is not a new concept and is widely used in both Primary and High Schools across the country.  At Malvern Parish, we have explored BLP in depth and adopted its principles in our own distinctive way that we feel the children will easily relate to.  Animals and wildlife are always popular with school children so we quickly decided that British woodland animals would be the perfect theme for children to identify with.  It is hoped that as the children continue their learning journey through school Rory, Rosie, Rena and Russell will always be on-hand to support them in an age appropriate manner.  

We have had portraits painted of the friends and stories written to help bring our Learning Friends to life.  We will share each character and story during Collective Worship on four consecutive Thursday’s beginning on Thursday 26th.  The four short stories centre upon the woodland character, which relies upon their learning power to help resolve a problem within the narrative plot. As the stories have been read, I will upload them to the website so feel free to download and read them with your children.  

Each class will undertake some follow-up work with their teachers too focusing on how relationships, resourcefulness, resilience and reflectiveness can help us to become better learners.  As teachers, we aim to refer to our Learning Friends as we teach and the children learn when undertaking tasks and challenges.  We all encounter obstacles and difficulties when learning so we aim to use the stories as reminders as to how to problems were overcome and goals achieved whilst ultimately becoming more successful learners. 

Of course we understand that learning is a partnership between home and school and wanted you to become involved and have access to the resources too. As previously mentioned these stories will be uploaded to the school website for you to download; they can be found in the Key Information tab under Learning Friends and will be uploaded as they have been introduced to the children. Additional, Building Learning Power information can also be found.   
If you require any further information please do not hesitate in contacting me.  

Yours sincerely 

Martyn Bream
Malvern Parish C of E Primary School is part of The Diocese of Worcester Multi Academy Trust, which is a charitable company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with registered number 10390487. Its registered office is at The Old Palace, Deansway, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR1 2JE. 
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